
 
 

 
 

Islamic School of Irving  Summer Homework 
Students Entering into Tenth Grade (AP English III) 

 
AsSalamualaikum Wa Ramathu lillahi Wa Barakathahu Dearest ISI Families, 
 
If you are enrolled in Pre-AP English III, a junior year class for the upcoming school year. The 
purpose of this course is to offer promising students challenging work that will prepare them for 
Advanced Placement courses.  
 
At the Islamic School of Irving, Advanced Placement English courses are offered to eleventh and 
twelfth grade students. Upon successful completion of course work, students may take AP 
examinations administered each year in May, and if successful, they will be awarded college 
English credit accepted by most universities.  
 
ISI assigns summer reading to begin the year with a common dialogue, to expose students to 
high-quality authors and texts, to inspire critical thinking, and to maintain the standard of an 
advanced curriculum.  
 
For the summer of 2019, the reading assignment comes from the following text: 
• 50 Essays: A Portable Anthology by Samuel Cohen (ISBN: 0-312-45402-3) 
* As your child will need to annotate the essays, he/she will either need to purchase this book or 
find each essay on the internet and print it out.  
______________________________________________________________________________
___________ 
Please encourage your child to complete this reading assignment in order to be prepared for an 
assessment at the beginning of the school year. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation and continuing interest in your student’s education.  
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11th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

2019-2020 
 

Objectives  
For this assignment, the student should strive to: 
• Understand the author's claim 
• Take a position on the author's claim 
• Analyze the author's style and use of appeals 
______________________________________________________________________________
___________ 
Assignment Directions: 
•Read one essay of your choice in each rhetorical mode category and annotate it as you read. 
There are nine modes, so you will read and annotate nine essays. 
•The categories and author/titles are listed below: 
 

● After reading each essay, you will need to compose an analytical paragraph which 
includes the following:  

1. What is the author’s claim? 
*A claim is the author’s main point.  
*A claim must be argumentative. When you make a claim, you are arguing for a 

certain  
interpretation or understanding of your subject. 
*A good claim is specific. It makes a focused argument (MTV’s popularity is waning  
because it no longer plays music videos) rather than a general one (MTV stinks).  
*A claim can be substantiated with research, evidence, testimony, and academic 

reasoning. 
 

2. How does he/she support this claim? (rhetorical technique, rhetorical appeal, 
style, etc.) 

 
3. Is the author’s claim still valid today? (Prove or disprove by connecting it to a 

modern issue, practice, institution, or current event) 
 

● Though the paragraph should be detailed, it should be answered concisely, in no more 
than 100 words.  

● Create a Word document containing all nine essay responses, and clearly label each one. 
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